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International Day of Older Persons  

 The International Day of Older 

Persons is on 1 October. 

ASCCA, the Australian Seniors 

Computer Clubs Association, 

continues to help older 

Australians to explore the 

benefits and satisfaction of 

using technology. By mastering 

even simple computer skills 

seniors improve their self 

esteem and general well being. 

We live is a wonderful country 

but older Australians who do not use technology can be disadvantaged. 

ASCCA is determined to address this challenge in any way that we can!   

According to the United Nations, almost 700 million people are now over 

the age of 60. By 2050, 2 billion people, over 20 per cent of the worldôs 

population, will be 60 or older. The increase in the number of older 

people will be the greatest and the most rapid in the developing world, 

with Asia as the region with the largest number of older persons, and 

Africa facing the largest proportionate growth. With this in mind, 

enhanced attention to the particular needs and challenges faced by many 

older people is clearly required. Just as important, however, is the 

essential contribution the majority of older men and women can continue 

to make to the functioning of society.  

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) turns 70 this year 

and the International Day for Older Persons celebrates the importance of 

this Declaration, and reaffirms the commitment to promoting the full and 

equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by older 

persons.     

Many older human rights champions today were born around the time of 

the adoption of the UDHR in 1948. They are as diverse as the society in 

which they live: from older people advocating for human rights at the 

grass root and community level to high profile figures on the 

international stage. Each and every one demands equal respect and 

acknowledgement for their dedication and commitment to contributing to 

a world free from fear and free from want.  

ASCCA!  

20 Years Service!  
 

Strength to Strength!  

 

Desktop computers  
to  Mobile devices!  

 

Dial up to Broadband!  

 
One day Seminar  

to two day National 
Conference!  

                                    Will you help us    

                                celebrate  ?  
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9-13 October Stay Smart Online Week, Australia -wide  

15 -  21 October , International Digital Inclusion Week  

15 -21 October -  Get Online Week ï the UKôs biggest digital inclusion campaign, now in 

Australia  

30 -31 October 2018 -  20th Australian Technology Conference for Seniors, Rydges World 

Square Hotel, Sydney.  

Be ready for 2019  

5 February -   Safer Internet Day 2019  

13 -  24 February ðNSW Seniors Festival  

 
Notice of Annual General Meeting                                                                                                                              

The Seventeenth Annual General Meeting of voting Members of the                                 
Australian Seniors Computer Clubs Association, ASCCA,  

will be held at Rydges World Square, 389 Pitt Street, Sydney                                                  
on Tuesday, 30th October 2018 at 4.00pm                                                                                                                    

Annual reports and Election of Board Members                                                                                                              

  U p d a t 

e  

  

There are details on our Conference website, www.ascca.org.au about all of our speakers but Let 

us introduce a few more conference speakers.   

John -Mark Edmonds is a Microsoft Learning Specialist who was born and 

raised in Connecticut in the USA and felt privileged to be a part of the    

original team that opened up the first International Flagship Store. Day to 

day, he now concentrates on team training and education on the latest 

that Microsoft can offer. His session is Microsoft Windows and Office:    

Maintaining engagement in technology. Technology continues to 

evolve at a rate faster than most of us can keep up with. Microsoft is 

working to ensure that they donôt leave anyone behind; from primary    

Microsoft ,through the  Windows operating system and Office productivity 

suite, are ensuring that they empower people to achieve more.  

 

David Bennett is Vice President of ASCCA and will be the MC for the         

Conference. He will also be a speaker and his presentation will be The Battle 

of Mons . This year we mark the Armistice Centenary, have up ever wondered 

if your family was involved in World War One?  

As a young man David was a keen student of WW1. He had the opportunity 

and resource to collect together a group  of WW1 Vets and take them back to 

their fields of engagement with the Kaiserôs Army and to say hello to the pals 

who were left behind in those foreign fields! This he did for 12 years enjoying 

the hospitality of SHAPE, the interest of the Imperial War Museum, The Commonwealth War 

Graves Commission and the BBC.  

David will share some of the campaign history, personal stories and humorous incidents during his 

presentation.  



 Page 3   Volume 20  No  9  

ISSN 1446 -862X  

  

 

Alexander Lynch, is Manager of Public Policy for Google in Sydney, helping 

Australia realise the potential of technological innovation and machine      

intelligence. Prior to that he worked in Strategic  Reputation and Crisis   

Management for some of Australiaôs largest companies. He previously 

worked in the national security community.                                              

His session is Artificial Intelligence and Australia .  

Australiaôs future will be determined by the actions we take now.   Artificial 

Intelligence will be as fundamental as electricity but what is it, and what can 

we do to make sure Australia gets it right?  

 

 

Simon Cooper is the Chief Operating Officer at NEXTDC and is responsible 

for driving the Companyôs data centre design and construction strategy as 

well as optimising the Companyôs operations and business framework  

functions. The increasing importance of the data centre: Building 

the platform for the new digital economy.  

We are living in a new digital society. The proliferation of the creation and 

increasing reliance on accessing data, and the intelligence we  derive from 

it has changed the way business and individuals access and share information. The next few 

years will see further experimentation with new technologies such as Artificial Intelligence, 5G 

and Blockchain all of which will drive increased reliance on the data centre. But what is a data 

centre? And can humans and technology really work in harmony to support the new digital    

society?  

 

 
 

How will My Health Record help with Connected healthcare ?  This 

year every Australian will have a My Health Record created for them    

unless they donôt want to have one. How will the My Health Record help 

you in managing your own health care? This session will detail what is the 

My Health Record, the ways the My Health Record can help you mange 

your health information, increase health literacy and what security 

measures have been built into the My Health Record to increase levels of 

privacy around your health care information.  

 

James Wilson, is Director -  Community Partnerships and insights Australian Digital Health Agen-

cy, will talk about this issue which is of vital importance to us all. James has more than 20 years 

experience working in a range of roles in all levels of  government -  commonwealth, state and 

local government  -  as well as working in the non -government and not for profit sector.  

 

 

 

 

For more information about the speakers please visit the website, www.ascca.org.au  
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8.30 am - 9.30 am Registration - Tea/Coffee 

9.30 am - 9.40 am 

Introduction to Conference 
Acknowledgement of Country  
 

Nan Bosler OAM, President, ASCCA 
David Bennett, Vice President, ASCCA - MC 

9.40 am - 10.00 am 
Official Opening - The Hon Catherine Cusack, BEc (SocSc) is a member of the New 
South Wales Legislative Council, representing the Liberal Party.   

10.00 am - 10.20 am Artificial Intelligence and Australia ð Alexander Lynch, Manager of Public Policy, 

10.20 am - 10.40 am 
Active and Smart Ageing in Hong Kong ð PolyU Experience ð Teresa Tsien, Hon 
Consultant, Institute of Active Ageing & Dept of Bio-Medical Engineering, Hong Kong 

10.40 am - 10.50 am Get out your lucky ticketsðitôs present time ! 

10.50 am - 11.10 am 
Changing of the GuardñBe Connected program in Western Australia,  
ASCCA-SWADE to Linkwest 

11.10 am - 11.40 am Morning Tea - Information Displays and Networking 

11.40 am - 12.00 pm 
64 Shades of Grey Matter: Research on Video Games & Ageing Well -  Jeff Brand, 
Professor, Bond University 

12.00 pm - 12.30 pm 2018 Technology Trends - Charlie Brown, Technology Commentator 

12.30pm - 1.30 pm  Lunch - Information Displays and Networking - Sponsored by Google 

Concurrent Sessions - 1 , 2 & 3 

1)     1.30 pm - 3.00 pm 
Promote your Computer Club using Social Media ð Digital Springboard ð Helena 
Bates, Community Engagement Co0ordinator, Infoxchange 

2)     1.30 pm - 2.10 pm Apple Workshop ð Liam ð Apple Initiatives; Accessibility & Lifelong Learning 

2)     1.30 pm - 2.10 pm 
Internet Browsing ð David Num, ASCCA Director and committee member of 
EuroSCUG (the  

3)     2.20 pm - 3.00 pm 
Battle for the Mons ð David Bennett, ASCCA Director and a founding member of 
Avalon Computer Pals 

3)     2.20 pm - 3.00 pm 
Supporting Digital Mentors ð Michael Dezuanni and Amber Marshall ð Digital Media 
Research Centre, Queensland University of Technology 

3.00 pm ï 3.20pm 20th Anniversary Celebration ð Tribute to ASCCA and Nan Bosler 

3.20 pm - 3.50 pm Birthday Party / Afternoon Tea  

4.00 pm - 5.30 pm ASCCA ð Annual General Meeting  
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Time 
  

Day 2 - Wednesday 31st October 

8.30 am - 9.30 am Registration - Tea/Coffee 

9.30 am - 9.45 am 
Welcome to Day 2 ð Nan Bosler OAM, President, ASCCA  
David Bennett,  MC 

9.45 am - 10.15 am 
How will My Health Record help with Connected healthcare? ð James Wilson,           
DirectorðCommunity Partnerships and Insights Australian Digital Health Agency 

10.15 am - 10.35 am 
Maintaining engagement in technology : Microsoft Windows and Office ð John-Mark 
Edwards, Learning Specialist, Microsoft 

10.35 am - 10.55 am 
Cybersafety and the latest online threats to be aware of ð Troy Thomas ð National  
Training Manager, Trend Micro 

10.55 am - 11.10 am Get out your lucky ticketsðitôs present time! 

11.10 am - 11.40 pm 
Morning Tea - Information Displays and Networking  - sponsored by NSW 
Government : Trustee and Guardian 

11.40 pm - 12.00 pm  
The increasing importance of the data centre: Building the platform for the new digital 
economy ð Simon Cooper ï Chief Operating Officer, NEXTDC 

12.00pm ï 12.30pm 
Getting the best from the NSW Transport and Opal Apps ð Mark Young ð ASCCA ,Club 
Support Officer  

12.30 pm ð 1.30 pm Lunch - Information Displays and Networking 

Concurrent Sessions  -  4, 5, & 6 

4)     1.30 pm - 2.40 pm Google Photos Workshop ð Jean Martin ð ASCCA Volunteer Trainer 

5)     1.30 pm - 2.00 pm 
Video Conferencing that actually works ð Gerry Murphy ï Director/CEO and Pam     
Richardson ï Customer Success ð BeingThere Solutions Pty Ltd  ð together with     
ASCCA-SWADEõs  Jenny Willcox and Natika Hawes-Wright 

5)     1.30 pm - 2.00 pm 
WIDEX EVOKE ð The Worldõs First Machine Learning Hearing Device ð Valerie Smets, 
Product & Account Manager, Widex Australia 

6)     2.10 pm - 2.40 pm 
Human Rights and TechnologyñSophie Farthing ð Senior Adviser, Human Rights     
Commission 

6)     2.10 pm - 2.40 pm eBay using Paypal ð Allan Burrowes and John Stewart 

2.50 pm - 3.45 pm 
Fantastic New Technologies and cool tech tipsñAlex Zaharov-Reutt ð Technology    
Editor, Technology Evangelist ï iTWire.com 

3.45 pm - 4.00 pm 
What Next?  
Close - Nan Bosler 
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Have you visited ASCCA on Facebook?                       

https://www.facebook.com/ASCCAau  

This newsletter only goes out monthly and ASCCA wants to be 

be in touch with you more often than that! Our website is 

invaluable but Facebook provides a way to share news 

about what is happening in real time.   Hints and tips and 

new developments ð there is even room for a little bit of 

humour too!  Make your voice heard, you can comment 

and make visitorôs posts.   

This was a post that I made:  

ASCCA recently conducted a survey , thanks to those clubs who responded. We offered a gift to 

one lucky person or club for completing the simple 4  questions. Drum roll as the name is 

drawn!!! Congratulations to Neutral Bay Seniors Group.  

What is your club doing, do you have a Facebook page? If you want to know more about using 

Facebook for your club make sure that you attend the  Promote your Computer Club using Social 

Media  session being presented by Helena Bates at the 20th Australian Technology Conference 

for seniors or join the webinar on 11 October, (see next page.)  

We certainly hope that there will not be any changes  to the exciting program that we have    

organised  for the conference but if there last minute alterations we will keep you informed via 

Facebook!  

Wireless ñ Celebration of message received one hundred years ago  

On 22 September 1918 a wireless message was received in Wahroonga, a suburb of  Sydney, 

from Carnarvon, Wales by Sir Ernest T. Fisk. This inaugural wireless message from Britain to     

Australia was sent by Prime Minister W. (Billy) M Hughes commenting on the valour of        

Australian troops at Amiens. The message was sent under the direction of the Marchese      

Marconi  from the Marconi Wireless Station Carnarvon, Wales and was received  by Sir Ernest 

in the experimental wireless station at his residence, Lucania . Sir Ernest was the managing      

director of Amalgamated  Wireless (Australasia) Ltd. And the station was  constructed in front  

of his house by AWA technicians for the occasion.  

The Fisk Memorial commemorates that inaugural wireless message. 

Mounted on the base of the monument is a bronze table which tells the 

story.  

In 1872 submarine cables under the worldôs oceans was a major          

advance in communications.  This new method of communication was 

very effective in overcoming Australiaôs isolation, connecting Australia 

with England and the rest of the world.  

The historic event of 22 September 1918 for the first time carried voices 

long distance across the ocean, something  cables could not do until 

1956. It led to huge advances in technology over the next  decades!  

Taken from newsletter of the Arthur Phillip Chapter of the Fellowship of First Fleeters  


